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General Assembly
Committee on Transportation Ref. Raised bill No 6651

“An act concerning the rights and responsibilities of towing companies
with respect to motorized personal property”.

To whom it may concern,

The above act appears mainly to deal with abandoned motor vehicles
and the methods to obtain the titie to and disposal of the same.

There are two Statues that are already law in the State of Connecticut
that govern abandoned boats. These are referenced belowfand
attached.

Section 15-140¢c. Abandonment of a Vessel.

Section 15-149a. Reporting of accidents. Responsibilities of Towboat
Operators.

Motor boats registered in Connecticut do not currently have a “title”
issued to them. A lender usually obtains a U.C.C. lien that is filed with the
Connecticut Secretary of the State.

Vessels operating on navigable waters in the State of Connecticut

are governed by Admiralty laws of the United States” and International
treaties to which the United States is a signhatory,
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Sec. 15-149a. Reporting of accidents. Responsibilities of towboat
operators. (a) Any person operating a vessel upon the waters of this state which
vessel is in any manner involved in an accident in which any person dies, is
injured so as to require medical attention, or disappears, shall immediately notify
the nearest law enforcement agency having jurisdiction over such accident and,
not later than forty-eight hours after such accident, report the matter in writing to
the Commissioner of Environmental Protection. The report shall be on a form
prescribed by the commissioner and shall state as accurately as possibie the
time, place and cause of such accident, the injuries occasioned by the accident
and any other facts the commissioner deems necessary. If such operator is
physically incapable of notifying the nearest law enforcement agency or of
making such report and there is another participant or passenger in the accident
not incapacitated, such participant or passenger shail immediately notify the
nearest law enforcement agency having jurisdiction over such accident and make
the report to the commissioner not later than forty-eight hours after such
accident. Any person operating a vessel upon the waters of this state which is in
any manner involved in an accident in which the total damages to all property
affected by such accident, including property of such operator, is in excess of
five hundred dollars, such person shall, not later than five days after such
accident, report the matter in writing to the commissioner on such forms as said
commissioner may prescribe. If there is no person other than the owner capable
of making such report or if the report has not been submitted and the owner of
such vessel is not incapacitated, such owner shall, not later than five days after
learning of the facts of such accident, report the matter to the commissioner, on
such forms as said commissioner may prescribe. Any such operator of a vessel,
or surviving participant or passenger in any such accident, or the owner of the
vessel involved in any such accident, shall provide any other information or
additional report as the commissioner shall require. Failure of any person to
comply with any provision of this subsection shall be an infraction.

b) Except in an emergency, no vessel towboat operator who for a fee or other
compensation conducts vessel towing services for recreational boaters shall take
under tow any vessel which has been involved in a boating accident or has been
abandoned without first notifying federal, state or municipal law enforcement
authorities and the owner of the vessel. In the event circumstances are such that
the vessel should be immediately towed to safety to prevent loss of the vessel or
injury to passengers, the towboat operator shall immediately notify such
authorities upon reaching safe harbor. Failure to notify iaw enforcement
authorities and the vessel owner as required by the provisions of this subsection
shall be an infraction.



Sec. 15-140c. Abandonment of vessel. (a) No person shall abandon any
vessel on the waters of this state or upon property other than his own
without the consent of the owner thereof. For the purposes of this section, a
vessel shall be presumed to be abandoned if left on the waters of this state
not moored, anchored or made fast to the shore and unattended for a
period greater than twenty-four hours, or left upon property other than his
own without the consent of said property owner for a period greater than
twenty-four hours. The last owner of record of a vessel at the time it was
abandoned shall be presumed to be the person who abandoned the same

or caused or procured its abandonment.

(b) Any officer authorized to enforce the provisions of this chapter
upon discovery of any vessel apparently abandoned, whether situated on
or out of the waters of the state, may take such vessel into his custody and
may cause the same to be taken to and stored in a suitable place. There
shall be no liability attached to such officer for any damages to such vessel
while in his custody. All charges necessarily incurred by such officer in the
performance of such duty shall be a lien upon such vessel. The owner or
keeper of any marina or other place where such vessel is stored shall have
a lien upon the same for his storage charges and if such vessel has been
stored for a period of not less than sixty days, such owner or keeper may
sell the same for storage charges owed thereon, provided a notice of intent
to sell shall be sent to the Commissioner of Environmental Protection, the
Commissioner of Motor Vehicles, Commissioner of Transportation and the
owner of such vessel, if known, five days before the sale of such vessel. If
the owner is unknown, such sale shall be advertised in a newspaper
published or having a circulation in the town where such marina or other
place is located three times, commencing at least five days before the sale.
The proceeds of such sale, after deducting the amount due such marina
owner or keeper and all expenses of the officer who placed such vessel in
storage, shall be paid to the owner of such vessel or his legal
representatives, if claimed by him or them at any time within one year from
the date of such sale. If such balance is not claimed within said period, it
shall escheat to the state.



